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.... HEjU^UARTSjRS 3I0HTH ABMY 
United States Army 

.. t .. r Off!be of tbe Staff Judge Advocate 

4 * w • V I. 

•* '• : “ •’ ■ • Yokohama, Japan 

• • - ' 26 January 194f> 

. • UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS TA&ASHI SATO 

V y •' '• . ‘ " V • f. ' • , .. : 

.. v Sevlew of the Staff Judge Advocate 

t ' h attached, record of trial of Tadashi Sato at Yokohama. 

2„S m w- ^ 1 ! 4 J. t0 o ? 3 April 1947 > * e Military Comm la si on 
^ Paragraph 17, Special Orders Ho. gg, Headquarters 
Eighth jirny, United States Army, dated 16 April -1947, as amended 
y paragraph 1, Special Orders Ho, 91, same headquarters,"dated 
l^Aprli 1947, having been referred to the Staff Judga4dWocate, 
this review is submitted to the Commanding Uon^Valr „ -•« 

. Personal Path Concerning Accused - r „ 


jjadashi SatQ' 

AGE: "Hot shown. . , * . „ 

T' ® HESIDElTCEj j^pt shown- • * 

STATUS ; - Ho t -drown 
» RELATIVES': 1-Tpt ffhown * - 

RDUOATlQiT: Hot shown , " „ 
Y0CATi6i : i Hot shown «» 

MILITARY' CAREER: Lieutenant 
in Japanese Army . • 


OLEfiEH'aj' RSCOiJf 53HDED By 60MMISSI0H? 

Ho-* \ 

: DATE OP COHEIlTSffflHT: ' 16 January 

- -1946 - * - 

DATE OF ARRAIOHMEHT: a April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL l Yokohama, Japaif- 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 21 April 1947 to 
23 April 1947 —- ^ 

’ DATE OF SEHTEFOE:^ April 1947 > . 

- SEHTEFCE: CKL for seven tl) years - 


- 


. f . 

Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency, and 
Sentence* • * 

hegplly 

C harge and Specifications : Pleas Findings Sustained 


Findings 


Charge•' That the following . u& 
ibbmber of the Imperiel Japanese 
Aihny,- With his then known-title: 
Tftdashi' SATO, First Lieutenant, 
e]t’ the time8 and places set forth 
in the specifications hereto at¬ 
tached* and during a time of war 
■between- the United. States of 
America, its Allies and Depen¬ 
dencies, fend Japan, did violate 
the Laws and Customs of War.. 

SjpT: Thst on about l4 .i.ugust HO 
194^, at Tpkyo .Area Prisoner 
of- War Camp 9-D-B, ABhip, Hon- . 
shu, Japan, the .a.cpuaed, Tadashi 
Sato, did, with others, willfully 
mistreat and torture Private 
First Class John J. Cabeza, an 
Ambrican Prisoner of War, , ; .by-. . 
beatihg him; "by confining him in 
the guardhouse for two days with¬ 
out food,- an ,Tjy otherwise abusing 
him. ' ... 

1 j • •*’’ '•*" • ; • * 

Thpt bfl.twcen 4 June' 194*7 HO 
and' SO'jlugUat' 19 . 4 * 5 ',. at Tokyo. 
j\roh' Pf jspp.pr.'of' War Camp. 9-D-B 


Ouilty, excepting the 
words "and torture", and 
also the words "by confin¬ 
ing him in tile guardhouse 
; for two days- 1 without food"; 
of the excepted words, Hot 
Guilty. 


Guilty; -excepting the •.' 
words '--" by placing him' 
in the' -gu&rdKousb on a 
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Ashio,, Honshu. Japan, the . S,Cr 
oused; Tadashi Spto, did will¬ 
fully ani unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse one Warrant Officer ' 
Eikenhorst, an American Pris¬ 
oner of War, by heating him, 
hy placing him in tlje guard- , . 

■ house on a-restricted' diet 
for five days, and ty other¬ 
wise abusing him./ » , 

Sp 3s ®hat between 4 June 194^ • 

and' 20 August 1S4^, at, Tokyo 
Area Prisoner of, War damp 9-D-B, 
Ashio,)Honshu, Japan, the ac¬ 
cused, Tadashi Sato, did unlaw¬ 
fully disregard and fail to dis¬ 
charge his duty,, as Commander of 
saia camp hy failing and neglec¬ 
ting to provide; Amori can and’ 
Allied Prisoners ’ofWar.with . * - 
-^sufficient food end clothing and 
by falling and’-naglocting to**- 
* grovijie .themiwith proper, ndeA* - 
qua'te%-*and humaiie nol|itf e l. car» “ 
and attention anl adequate Mid 
available medical supplies and 
dru^s,_ thereby causing the "sick- 
uess and suffering of numerous 
Amerloan an£ Allied Prisoners * 
“Of War. .J V.' . 


restricted diet for five 
days,' and by otherwise 
abusing him”; of the 
excepted words, Hot 
Guilty. 


NG 


NG 


> 


• * 

«- . * 


■- 


«v 



a. On or about 20 June 194^ 
tho unlawful mistreatment by 
laizo Tumita of Captain David 
Albert Hurt,, an American Pris¬ 
oner of War, by boating and 
otherwise abusing him. 

~“b7 between 4 June 194^ end 
20 August 194s the unlawful 
mistreatment by Taizo 'Mimurai 
Taizo Yumite, end other Japan¬ 
ese personnel on duty at said ' 
camp, of Lieutenant Ficolaas 
Maas, a Dutch Prisoner of War, 
by beating him, by forcing him 
jfco-^st-ghd outside in the tain 
for one night without food and 
by otherwise abusing him. 


FG Guilty, excepting the 
. words "and otherwise 
abusing 11 ; of tho oxcoptod 
words, Hot Guilty. 


HG Guilty, adding the word 
"and" between "him" and 
"by", and excepting the 
words "in tho rain", 
"without food and by 
otherwise abusing him"; 
of the excepted words,' 
Hot Guilty. 


Yes, 

with 

noted 

excep¬ 

tions, 






. ,y *»., . * 1 

o. Between 4 June 194*5 NG Guilty, excepting the 

and 20 August I'm* the unlaw-, words "and tortus", "one 

ful mistreatment 'and tortvire, Private Wood", "by forcing 

by Japanese personnel on duty , them to work when they 

at said camp.of-Private 'Charles- were sick and physically 

L. Ashcraft, one Private Wood, unfit to perform labor, by 

Sergeant Pearlie Johnson; one forcing them to stand at 

Lieutenant Bullard, oha Staff attention for long periods 

Sergeant Mahoney, Sergeant . of time, and by otherwise 

Charles A. Antee, American abusing them"; of the ex- 

Fnsonors of War, and nutjier- '•- cepted words, Not Guilty, 
ous other Americen and Allied ■ 

Prisoners'of War by beating 

them, by forcing them to work •. . 

when they were side and phy¬ 
sically unfit to perform iabor, -* 

by forcing them, to stand at _ ... - 

attention for long periods of -r - 

timej and by otherwise abusing.’ . ~z " •'* -* 

thorn. ‘ " . r 

*®JriENG4 IMPOSED: .(Jonf inoment at head'labor So*r seven (7) years. 
MAXIMUli LEGAL PUNISHMENT:« Dea$h» > ’ 


3« Summary of Evidence:"* . ' ** 

"*" * * " V V " **~ ■ 1 m ■ ■ ■ —■ ■ ■ ■ * 

’ft.-V Tor the PnosecUtlon : 

<• '■ : . ^As to* Specification f : ^Prisoner of War. P*iv/lte.-First - 
ClassIToha. J. • Gaboza, a prisoner in Camp 9-D-3, was omoi’oyed*during 
the-day In a^Coppor smelting plant. On or aboiit l4 August 194": 
he became involved in a dispute with certain Japanese while working. ■ 
at the smelter. Upon his return to comp ho was disciplined for 
allegedly striking a Japanese guard. The following morning Sgt; 

■ Anted, :A ‘witness at the trial, saw the accused and others strike.-.- 
PW Cabeza with their fists, slap him, and push him against the wall 
• pf the guardhouse. Later on the same day the incident was repeated, 
and., again'the'accused participatod with, others. The injuries reoeived 
by PW-Oebeza • were not permanent, in nature (R, 13, 14, 35). 

.Ae to Spoolfloatlon 2 ; Prisoner of War Waxyant Officer. 
.Eikonhorst was a prisoner in Camp 9-D-B.. Somotimo between 4’June 
194^' and.20 August 194HPV EikenhorBt' took some cigarettes from tho 
quarters of■the accused. As a result PW Eikenhorat was beaten by 
the Japanese guards, including'the' accusod., Although the only 
injury showing was a blooding mouth, PW Eikenhorst was "knocked out" 
by the accused who used his fiBts. (R. 1*. 23, 3*=:; Ex’. 12; Ex. A). 

■ ' ‘ AS"to Spodfloatlon 3. (Hot Guilty) 


As to Specification 4 ; Tho accusod was identified as 
a Lieutenant in the J apanese Army- and the commanding officer of Oamp 
9-D-B during the entire period the camp was under Japanese .control 
(5 June 194": to about 20 August 194H). (fi. 13, $2) ; . ’ ' 

As to Specification 4a : Pribener of War Lt’,.. Conpander 
Hurt was. the senior American officer at Camp 9-P-D at the!time stewed , 
in the specification. PW Hurt protested to■the Japanese mess Sergeant, 
one Taizo Yuraita, about an alleged shprtege of food and later PW Hurt 
carried this complaint to the accused. Yuraita, hearing, of this action, 
beat PW Hurt until, his face .bled (R. I7, 24;"Ex. 12 A lj), 

r '• ' 

As to Specification 4b : Pri'soper of'War Lt. ..jTicplaaa . . 
M6as r a Dutch national, was 8 prisoner St Camp $-D-B during the 


peclficatlon 4b : Prisoner'bf'War Lt..Nfcplae 
si, was b prisoner' At; Otjmi> 9-D^-B during the 
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' ~T~ J 

■ Jt* ' 

P® r *° d f^ ted i ^ the specification end part of the time was in charge 
of receiving rations from the Japanese for use in the PW iHtrVhn u 
oompl.lned *.,«««.•,»«*. .?«« ih.“w£uy £5 Z£,f It , “ 

s? «rs/s:- to o6o ° th ° »“* 

ssf?rr zk* 

failed to understand a command givdn in Japanese^. lg : Ex. 12 ) ' 

9 D_B «t t hn ff iB0n a r *. 0f ^ Lt * Bul^rd was a prisoner at Camp 
9 D-B at. the time of. the incident involving PW Ashcraft . 

to explain to the guard Mimura that PW Aehoraft could rot-understand 

”■**?* ” UVhU r -*>~£ ■; 

; * r- 

■±n Cnmr, Sergeant 'pearUe Johnson, w'ai a'prisoner 

j£s5amp 9-D.-B during.the month of July JO4 k; ^ * resui t nf wn.! 
I*rtptoes*fbund on him when he ‘returned frp» wjl-ki*^- in the fieldn & * 

■Wd B eu4^f 3£5£ Jg Lfcel to -• 

at.atterftion, .wifftgut -fpUd o.r water, for'Shout 24 hours (Ex. lf>) 

<• # - T -* - ^ _ >_ ^ / 

V_ q n T 3 ^ Prisoner-of .^ar Staff Sergeant Mahoney was a prisoner at- 
r ng ?*™***. 9 t July *9.4*5, and during this period he 
was acting rb supply sJfgeant for the prisoners. The Japanese aaiard 
f som ® time ^ in e .the month *f. July heat PW Mahoney with hit 

(R. 19 - S S 9 eflrdrUIn mld mpkln ^ PW Mahoney bleeJ^' tS mouth - 

at rw o P -, P J iBOn ® r 0f Ser e eant Charles A. Antee was a prisoner 
sevS times w°r 9 Uatil Septeral)er ‘ 1 9 4r * PW Antee was slapped 
PW AnSe^ fL^ Pan 0 r, MlmUra for a8kin ^ for cobbler supplies. 

plaS (r! 13'f 19) 6 y B>, ° Uen ' ^ the 8kln wps broken ^ oil 


* «•- . %- 


. *■ - 

■m 

•.*4. 


a Prisoner of War John J. Cabeza was beaten by Japanese 

guard Mimura and an unnamed guard (R. l4, y 3*>) . ' P 

v -t Prisoner of War Warrant Officer Eikenhorst was beatsn 

rU " la ”• *“»*.''“*"•“*** ~mmi 



“-tapping of Prisoners of War by the. Jap a ne 
peisonnel was a common occurrence (Ex. 11, 12* Ex. A) 


Defense witness Tadasu Saito confined his testimony to 
1 3 of which the accused was found not guilty. 

Defense Exhibit A describes tho PW Eikenhorst incident 


manner 


W I 6a.w him JjS&XoJ heat one man 
; fellow needed it and if tb 
we wouldt-have done it ourselves 
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✓ » l 

'. \ , .' 4 ')' ,., , < .’ .• ••*, -'. 

only' time I -saw Sato beat anyone 




UrM<" 


"The fellow yho was beaten had stolen two 
packs of Jap cigarettes from Lt. Snto. Sato told 
the whole detail who had been working In and 
around his office if the guilty'party would confess 
the affair would be dropped. This was true, as on 
other, occasions ho had let mattors pass when the 
offender would admit hie guilt. * * * Th'is parti¬ 
cular fellow 'tried accusing an innocent man of 
stealing the cigarettos. We all knew better and 
we told on the guilty.man. That is when It..Sato 
struck him once, hard enough to knock him down. 

Ke hit him Just the one time". 

th« ******* T® 0f Lt * St «*ord ts*. 12). fails to report 

4+w? 1 * 1 * i th ° P r08 ® cution alleged he was beaten by 'Miraura 

with fiats and with e hammer handle when asked if'he had-anything 
to say : about his internment in Camp 9-D-B;* - 


/-The 

Aliert Hurt (Bx; 
wiffih asked if he 
.Prisoners of War 
stnfted jBjj g rty • 

* ‘ The 

did not take the 
decision (fi. 91), 


affidavits of Captain (-then.lt. Commander) DffVid 
1?.' 1*0 i the senior' American off therein' Oftmp 9-D-B, 

had- any- knowledge of. physi»ol,-m^strentmont. of - * ' 

in-said Caflip ottKtr thah those mentioned (hts own) > * 

*• - - -nr ■ _ *" * 

accused, .who wpb apprised of hie rights as a witnesT,. 
stand and private Japanese’counsel-agreed with this*" * 


, _ 4. Erroiw and*IrregularitieB:* « 

• - t ~ -*- • • . " 

There - ore no errors or irregularities tfhich injuriously 
affect any substantial rights of the accused. The Commission was 
constituted ty proper authority and had Jurisdiction of the accused 
piid of the offense. Motions by the defense breed upon the alleged 
lack of jurisdiction of the Commission and the "omnibus" specification 
(Sp 4c) were properly overruled (R. 4, 9). There is no evidence that 
the accused was not sane at the time that the alleged acts wore 
committed or at the time of the trial. 

5. • Opinion ; • 

The complete record shows that the accused hfcd a fair trial 
and that he was represented by competent counsel of his ovm choice as 
well as advisory counsel. The record is legally sufficient to sus¬ 
tain the findings of the Commission and the sentence imposed (R. 

52, 53) with minor exceptions noted below. 

The evidence produced by the prosecution in support of 
Specification 4b totally fails to show that the Japanese individuals 
named therein, Taizo Mimura and Taizo YUmita, were connected in 
any manner with the mistreatment of Lt. Maas or that he was beaten as 
alleged. Accordingly, only so much of the Specification as alleges 
that other Japanese personnel on duty at Camp 9-D-B mistreated It. 

Maas by forcing him to Btand outside the guardhouse for one night 
should .be. approved, 

6. Recommendations ; ~ ' \u . i ■ 

•• . ; . . \ rj »• 

The Commission sentenced accused to confinement'at hard 
labor fop*.seven (7) years. There are no letters of clemency and no • i 
motion requesting disapproval or modification of the-findings or 
sentence has bden, or will be, flldd, . 


• -y (p 5, SATO., ^asejA$7) 
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,< „ . , th ? operation* of the findings indicated herein 

the sentence should he approved and ordered executed. The accused 
has been in confinement qince l 6 January 1946 ; he wee tried at 
Yokohama, Japan, between 21 .April 194? and 1 ' 23 April 1947 . 

.. ^ compliance with the eeiaUiehed policy, owing to the 

length of time accused spent in. confinement prior to the date of tl 

sentence, It is recommended that oft year'o/the coidhem^ be re 
confinement?™ 0 ^ 18 pllceV 


Action 


leiTSTOiT-i,; PISlp 
Lt _0ol, JAOD 
Herd ewer , " ■ 


InCQACUr 


ALLAlfS* BRO ; .TO. 

Lt Col, JAOD 
.Array Judge Advocate 
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